
White River Watchers 
Report 

The White River Watchers 
first organized as a commu-
nity service group in 1997 
with the mission of cleaning 
up the river and educating the 
public about watershed 
health. In the decade since, 
the group has sponsored 20 
major clean-ups and many 
smaller clean-ups of the 
White River throughout 
Madison County. This year, 
the Watchers have decided 
that it's time to celebrate a 
cleaner, healthier White River 
by sponsoring a celebration 
that focuses on Anderson's 
premier natural resource. 
RIVERFEST will be held on 
Saturday, July 21 from 8:00 a.
m. until 1:00 p.m., and offers 
something for everyone. The 
celebration will be under the 
Eisenhower Bridge on the 
downtown side - look for the 

big tent. Residents who have 
never been on the river are 
cordially invited to take a ca-
noe trip from the Eisenhower 
Bridge to Riverbend Park, 
located west of Madison Ave-
nue. Experienced canoers will 
be on hand to help launch the 
canoe and give first-timers 
some helpful tips. Life jackets 
and sturdy shoes must be 
worn at all times on the river, 
and paddlers younger than 16 
should be with an adult. Pad-
dlers may choose to partici-
pate in a river Scavenger Hunt 
to win valuable prizes. Canoe-
ing will cost $5 / person, and 
all paddlers receive a souvenir 
t-shirt. 
Disc jockey Francis Simmons 
will play a delightful mix of 
music from 11 am until 1 pm, 
and Charity's Angels will 
serve hotdogs and hamburg-

ers. Pictures of past clean-ups 
will be displayed, as will a 
graphic design of the White 
River Trace riverside walking 
trail that is in the process of 
being built.  
The Watchers are excited to 
bring this opportunity to 
Anderson and hope to see a 
big turnout!  
 -Sheryl Myers 
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1. Denver, Mexico, Chili.  
What do these places and 
food have to do with 
Indiana? 

2. Wabash College is near 
to what Indiana stream? 

3. Name the major univer-
sity near the Wabash 
River. 

4. Name the major univer-
sity near the St. Joseph 

river? 
5. Goshen College is near 

what Indiana river? 
6. St. Joseph College in 

Rensselaer is near what 
river? 

7. What river lies several 
miles south of Valparaiso 
University? 

8. Name the small univer-
sity on the southern Wa-

bash river. 
9. Hanover College in Indi-

ana overlooks which 
river. 

10. Manchester college is on 
what Indiana river? 

 
Do you know? 
 
Go to bottom of page 3 for the 
answers. 
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Special Thanks to Broadway 
Press for making this and all 
our newsletters possible. 
2112 Broadway - Anderson, 
Indiana - 46012-1605 
(765) 644-8813  
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Every fisherman wants to 
pass along fishing knowledge 
to the youngsters in their life.  
As we become older, it will 
be nice to know, your future 
fishing partners assess some 
of the basic skills to make a 
fishing outing fun and excit-
ing.  Seventy-five percent of 
the knowledge your grandkids 
acquire from you, will not 
come from your teachings.  
The truth is, most of their 
knowledge about fishing, they 
will learn by watching your 
actions.  Before you promise 
to take the grandkids fishing, 
spend a few minutes thinking 
about what they will learn, 
from watching you. 
In your mind, most of the in-
formation will be second na-
ture, for your grandchild it 
could save their life as they 
grow and expend their knowl-
edge of the outdoors. 
Every time you take them out 
make it a point to let the kids 
see and hear you tell someone 
where you’re going to fish, 
and when you should be 
home.  Casually comment as 
you drive to the lake or river 
how important it is to let oth-

ers know where you can be 
found.  Just in case you get 
into trouble, someone will 
have a location where they 
can start looking for you.  An-
other good point for your new 
fishing partner is to know 
where you keep your cell 
phone.  If you keep the phone 
in the boat or wrapped in a 
sandwich baggy in the front 
of your waders, let them 
know.  Show them how to use 
the cell phone (even if it’s 
pretending to call out for 
pizza while you’re fishing).  
That way they won’t worry 
about any “unexpected hap-
penings” and they can focus 
on having fun. 
Having fun...it would be im-
possible for me to count the 
times I’ve fished with people 
that didn’t have fun fishing.  
They griped, moaned, and 
carried on because the lake 
was full of pleasure boats zip-
ping up and down the lake, or 
jet skis darting to and fro.  
They beefed about the price 
of gasoline, the cost of the 
ramp fee, and the parking lot 
was too small to find a park-

ing space af-
ter you 
launched your 
boat.  They 
complained 
about fish-
ing  tackle 
that mal-
functioned, 
baits that 
got lost on 
the bottom of 
the lake or stuck in a tree 
twenty feet over your head.  
The list goes on and on.  It is 
no fun fishing with a partner 
that complains about every-
thing.  DON’T be that kind of 
partner with your grandkids.  
Your actions and attitude 
speak louder than words.  
(They will want to stay home 
playing video games the next 
time you ask them to go fish-
ing because they didn’t see 
you having any fun.  

We have all had bad luck on 
the water, but we can use 
“bad luck” as an example of a 
learning tool for your future 
Continued on Page 5  
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“Grandkids can 
learn a lot from their 
first fishing buddy.” 
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Busker said. "My other son does not like 
to walk or exercise at all, but he will 
walk a mile or more to find a cache." 
Geocaching starts with individuals and 
organizations around the world setting 
up caches, almost always on public land, 
but sometimes on private property with 
owners' permission.  
The coordinates of those caches are 
posted on various Web sites (a good one 
is geocaching.com) for hunters to pick 
from. Hunters, like the Busker family, 
then use their GPS units to find the 
caches, which is sometimes easier than it 
sounds.  
Lower-end GPS units can get hunters 
within 20 to 30 feet of a cache, while 
descriptions of higher-end models claim 
to nearly pinpoint cache locations to 
within 6 inches.  
For the Buskers, the adventure is fun, but 
finding the cache is contested.  
"It's just like opening a Christmas pre-
sent in that it's not the present that's the 
fun part, but the anticipation," Busker 
said. "When we get within 20 feet, it be-
comes very competitive. You want to be 
the one to find the cache."  
Once found, caches normally contain a 
logbook for the finder to enter informa-
tion and any messages. Most caches also 
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Remember the days of searching 
the neighborhood for treasure? 
Sometimes you found a valuable 
item. Sometimes you found noth-
ing.  
The kids of then are the adults of 
now. They're still searching for 
treasure, but with a modern twist.  
Geocaching, the pursuit of caches, 
and sometimes treasure, via the use 
of a portable global positioning 
satellite (GPS) system, is the hot-
test new leisure activity.  
David Busker, pastor at Monroe 
United Methodist Church, along 
with his wife, Jean, took up geo-
caching about five years ago with 
sons, Cody, 27, who lives in Madi-
son, and Geoff, 31, who lives in 
suburban San Francisco.  
Busker gets together with his sons 
every six months, either in Wiscon-
sin or in California. For two to 
three days of the trip, the Buskers 
geocache, targeting three to five 
caches a day. 
"Cody is always into new things, 
and he tried this and loved it," 

contain treasure, items such as books, videos, 
coins, cards and other knick-knacks.  
The standard practice of geocach- ing 
is if you take something out of 
the cache, leave something 
behind in its place. Busker 
said much of the material 
is "junky." The most inter-
esting thing he found in a 
cache is a "bug," 
used to track 
caches, in the form 
of a soldier from the Civil 
War, a period of interest for 
Busker.  
Busker enjoys the exercise geo-
caching provides, but he gets 
enough of that normally. He walks 
three miles a day. For Busker, the allure of geo-
caching is the time he gets to spend with fam-
ily.  
"When my sons get together and start talking 
about technology and computers, I can't under-
stand a word they're saying," Busker said. "But 
when we're geocaching, we can talk about fam-
ily things, about world and community things."  
Busker remembers one trip in California, where 
they were geocaching in a challenging environ-
ment and decided to take a shortcut.  
"I'm afraid of heights, and here we are walking 
Continued on Page 6  
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Single Membership 

Family Membership  

Sponsor:  Wood Duck Level 

Sponsor:  Smallmouth Level 

Sponsor:  Kingfisher Level 

Sponsor:  Blue Heron Level 

$15.00 

$25.00 

$50.00 

$100.00 

$500.00 

$1,000.00 

Name 

Address/ E-mail Address 

Phone 

Check 
 
Or you can use PayPal at 
our website: 
www.whiteriverwatchers.org 

All Donations made 
to the WRW are tax-
deductible.  WRW is 
a 501-C3 not-for-
profit organization.   
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     The day lily (Hemerocallis 
fulva) is a native of Eurasia and 
escaped from pioneer gardens 
to invade roadsides, the borders 
of fields, woods, and many 
places along the banks of the 
White River. 
     The bright orange flowers 
are still a favorite ornamental 
and can be found throughout 
Madison County.  The plant 
propagates entirely by its many 
tuberous roots and is so prolific 
that once established, it takes 
over, crowding out other plants 
to form pure stands of day lil-
ies. 

     The narrow, tapering, light 
green leaves originate from the 
rootstalk crowns.  Each tall 
flower stalk bears eight or nine 
orange blossoms, which open 
one or two at a time.  From June 
through August, the flowers may 
be gathered and eaten.  Don’t 
feel any remorse because each 
flower only lasts one day and the 
plant produces a succession of 
them. 
     The unopened flower buds 
may be added to soup or 
dropped into salted boiling water 
to cook for 4 minutes.  They will 
turn bright green and should be 

crunchy like fresh cooked green 
beans.  Drain the buds and dress 
them while still hot with a mixture 
of ½ cup sour cream and 1 tea-
spoon lemon juice. 
     Day lily bulbs can be boiled or 
baked like potatoes.  Serve with 
butter, sour cream, or cheese 
sauce.  There are reports of day 
lily bulbs being toxic to some peo-
ple, so eat small amounts until you 
are sure of your tolerance. 
     If you are a fan of the KING 
and want to be fit as the KING… 
you can also deep fry them and 
serve them up with the fried pea-
nut butter and banana sandwich. 

What kind of example would you 
set, when you stop to fish, and take 
off your life jacket, but tell the 
children they must keep their 
jacket on at all times.  (Indiana 
boating law requires all children to 
wear a life jacket until the age of 
twelve.) 

If you’re fishing from a boat, let 
the children navigate by finding 
landmarks that can be recognized 
to find the way back to the ramp.  
“Navigation” and “driving” the 
boat are two different things.  
Don’t break the law by letting a 
person under legal age operate a 
boat. But, do let them know how to 
operate the boat.  Explain that you 
can cause damage to the motor if 
you start it before you’re in the wa-
ter.  Show them how to start the 
outboard motor, how to put the 
boat in gear and take it out of gear.  
Let them work the trolling motor, 
and gain some self-confidence 
about the boat.  This basic knowl-
edge can be built upon as you fish 
more and more.  For whatever rea-
son, if something would happen to 
you, your grandchild can get the 

Continued from page 2 

fisherman.  Show them how to 
“unstick” your lure from the bot-
tom of the lake, or retrieve it from 
a tree branch.  Explain to them why 
it’s so important to get to the lake 
early to avoid the crowds.  Let 
them see you buy your gasoline 
several miles from the lake because 
the price was better.  Yes...kids 
watch and they learn from the ex-
ample adults show them. 

A very good example for the kids 
to see is how you treat the fish that 
has been caught.  Show them how 
to unhook a fish without causing 
damage to the fish, how to hold the 
fish without putting undo pressure 
on the lower jaw, and don’t let the 
fish flop on the ground or in the 
bottom of the boat because protec-
tive slime will be removed from 
the fish.  Take enough time to take 
a photo of the fish and your new 
partner.  Then show how to release 
the fish without causing it more 
stress.  One more thing that will be 
hard for you to do, but...you must 
wear you life jacket at all times.  

boat to shore.  They can call for 
help and give a good location be-
cause of the landmarks they 
learned and be able 
to tell the rescue 
folks where they can 
find you. 

It’s hard to believe, 
just one day of fish-
ing with a youngster 
and that little person 
will watch ever 
move you make.  
They will process and record all 
the information that you showed 
them for the rest of their lives.  
Make sure they witnessed proper 
ways to conduct yourself, handle a 
boat, deal with the unexpected, and 
the proper care for the environ-
ment, and the fish you catch. 

Grandkids can learn a lot from 
their first fishing buddy. 

See you on the water, 

Rosey 

Stay tuned for Part Two in next 
newsletter. 

“ Like swift water, an 
active mind never 
stagnates.”   
 
-Author Unknown 
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Our mission: To protect the White River ecosystem 
for the present and future use of all by means of 
community involvement and education. 
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Geocaching-Continued from Page 4 
at the edge of a bluff hundreds of feet 
above the Pacific Ocean," Busker said. 
"My sons had to pull me along with 
my eyes closed simply to get me 
through."  
Preparation is necessary before geo-
caching for the first time. The first 
step is to buy a GPS unit, which can 
range from $100 to $1,000. Next is to 
buy a map of the area from a local 
camping store for caches that are in 
remote locations. For sites that require 
a drive and a walk, use MapBlast for 
directions to the location.  
Other tips include:  
* Always taking someone with you, to 
help navigate dangers while your nose 
is glued to your GPS unit;  
* Bring and drink plenty of water, and 
don't drink directly from a stream;  
* Let someone know where you're go-
ing and when you're coming back; and  
* Most of all, enjoy yourself  
"There's so much beauty of God's 
creation when geocaching," Busker 
said. "It's like taking a panoramic pic-
ture. That to me, alone, is worth the 
walk." 


